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1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The regular meeting of the Superior Charter Township Board was called to order by the 
Supervisor at 7:30 p.m. on October 18, 2010, at the Superior Township Hall, 3040 North 
Prospect, Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

2.         PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
The Supervisor led the assembly in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

3. ROLL CALL 
 
The members present were William McFarlane, Brenda McKinney, David Phillips, 
Nancy Caviston, Lisa Lewis and Alex Williams.  

Roderick Green was absent. 

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

It was moved by McKinney, seconded by Lewis to adopt the agenda with the deletion of 
item (b.) Attorney James Fink, Affidavit of Property Owner, under Communications. 

The motion carried by a voice vote.  

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A. REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 16. 2010 

 
It was moved by Caviston, seconded by McKinney, to approve the minutes of the regular 
Board meeting of September 20, 2010, as presented.    
 
The motion carried by a voice vote. 
 

 

6.  CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

 

A. PUBLIC HEARING  ON 2011 BUDGETS, ALL FUNDS 

  

It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis to open the Public Hearing on 2011 
Budgets for all funds.  
 
The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
 



SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 18, 2010 

ADOPTED MINUTES 

PAGE 2                            

 

McFarlane led the presentation. Budgets for 2011 for all funds were presented and 
reviewed. Supervisor McFarlane indicated the Township is in good financial shape. The 
Township is receiving adequate tax and other revenues to provide the same level of 
services. For the foreseeable future, there are adequate reserves in all funds to supplement 
revenue shortages if necessary. The budgets do not include any cuts of the services the 
Township provides. Spending on roads, Parks and Recreation, police and fire, and other 
activities remain at approximately the same level as 2010.  
 
 
It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis to close the public hearing.  
 

 
    B.   OTHER CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 

No citizens addressed the Board 
 
 

7. REPORTS 

 

A.  SUPERVISOR REPORT 

 
Supervisor McFarlane reported on the following: Today, the Fire Department issued bid 
specifications for a new fire truck. The truck will be used for fire suppression and 
emergency response. The bid specifications are very detailed and total 108 pages. The 
County Recycling event, which was held on Saturday, October 16, 2010, was a 
worthwhile event. Large amounts of tires, electronic equipment, household toxics and 
other refuse was properly disposed of, or recycled, rather than put into a landfill, or 
dumped illegally. The Parks maintenance staff is doing a great job. Supervisor McFarlane 
said that during the recent Utility Department bond refinancing, the Township was 
increased from an AA- to an AA bond rating. He attributed this to the Township’s 
employees and elected officials working together as a team effort. He thanked everyone 
for doing a good job. The Township should receive an increase in State Shared Revenue 
(SSR) in 2011. The current SSR is based upon the 2000 census population of 10,740. The 
Township’s population for the 2010 census was estimated to be around 13,000. 
 
 
 
B.     DEPARTMENT REPORTS: BUILDING DEPARTMENT, FIRE 

DEPARTMENT, FIRE MARSHAL, HOSPITAL FALSE ALARM, 

ORDINACE OFFICER REPORT, PARK COMMISSION MINUTES, 

SHERIFF’S REPORT AND UTILITY DEPARTMENT      

It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis, that the Superior Township Board 
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receive all reports.   

 The motion carried by a voice vote.  

C. TREASURER’S INVESTMENT REPORTS AS OF 3/1/2010 AND           
6/30/2010 

Treasurer McKinney indicated that current investments were not yielding much 
interest and that her first priority was safety. McKinney said that sometimes the 
banks charge more in fees for the investment, than they pay in interest.  

It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis, to accept the Treasurer’s Investment 
Reports as of 3/1/2010 and 6/30/2010.  

The motion carried by a voice vote.  

     D.   FUND BALANCE/RESERVE REPORTS AS OF 9/20/2010 

The Fund Balance/Reserve Report as of 09/20/2010 was reviewed. Supervisor 
McFarlane and Township Accountant Susan Mumm indicated they felt there were 
adequate reserves for all funds. They agreed that Township Auditors advocated for 
having split reserve funds and maintaining reasonable balances in each reserve fund. 
They also both agreed that Township officials listened to this advice and implemented 
these practices. This is one of the main reasons why Superior Township has been able to 
maintain its good financial standing during the past economic slow-down.  

It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis, to accept the Fund Balance/Reserve.  

The motion carried by voice vote. 

E.   2011 BUDGET WORKSHEETS, ALL FUNDS 

The 2011 Budget Worksheets for all funds were reviewed.  

See attachment #3. 

It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Williams, to receive the 2011 Budget 
Worksheets of All Funds.  

The motion carried by a voice vote.  

8. COMMUNICATIONS  

A.  SUPERVISOR MCFARLANE, SALEM TOWNSHIP LETTER  
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At the Board meeting of September 20, 2010, the Board received a letter addressed to 
Supervisor McFarlane, from Robert Heyl, Supervisor of Salem Township. Supervisor 
Heyl inquired if Superior Township had allowing Salem Township receiving Urban 
Services District with Ypsilanti Community Utility Authority (YCUA) sewer service. 
This service would bring sewer service from the corner of Napier and Ann Arbor-
Plymouth Road through Superior Township and tie into the YCUA Willow Run 
Interceptor. In a letter dated September 21, 2010, Supervisor McFarlane advised Mr. 
Heyl that there was not support by the Board for this proposal and Board members 
expressed strong opposition to the proposal. It was suggested that such sewer service 
could be obtained through Plymouth and/or Canton Townships  

 
It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis, to accept the letter from Supervisor 
McFarlane.  
 
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 

 

9.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.   EECBG PROGRAM UPDATE 

The State of Michigan, Bureau of Energy Systems awarded Superior Township an 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Multi-purpose Block Grant (EECBG), In the 
amount of $73,853 has been awarded under the EECBG program. The Willow Run 
School District (WRSD) was a sub-recipient of the grant. Their project involved 
installing occupancy sensors in the Cheney Academy. WRSD’s project has been 
completed and their portion of the grant was $15,764.00. The Township’s projects 
are almost complete. Keith Lockie, Superior Township, Utility Department, 
Accountant, presented a memo dated October 18, 2010 which outlined the funds 
received and disbursed for this energy grant renovations. The Township has 
received $62,775.05 from the State of Michigan for grant reimbursement and 
$2,554.25 from DTE for rebates on energy efficient products. The Township is 
expecting to receive an additional $11,077.95 in grant funds from the State, for a 
total of $76,407.25 in received funds. The Township issued $15,764.00 to the 
Willow Run School District as their share of the grant. To date, the Township has 
spent $136,811.46 on labor and materials for renovations at the Township Hall and 
the Utilities Administration Building. The renovations at the Township Hall have 
been completed. The renovations at the Township Utility Department are about 
95% completed.  

It was moved by McKinney, seconded by Lewis, to receive the communication 
from Accountant Keith Lockie.  
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The motion carried by a voice vote.  
 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. ADOPT 2011 BUDGETS, ALL FUNDS 
 
 
The following resolution was moved by McKinney, seconded by Caviston: 
 

SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

RESOLUTION 

October 18, 2010 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT: 

 2011 BUDGETS FOR ALL FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the Superior Charter Township Board has carefully reviewed the 
Township’s current and projected financial needs, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board recognizes its responsibility to the citizens of Superior Charter 
Township to carefully monitor the Township funds and provide for the needs of the 
Township, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has carefully considered the projected revenues and expenditures 
for the coming year, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Superior Charter Township Board 
adopt the proposed budgets for the Year 2011: the General Fund Budget by Activity 
dated October 18, 2010, the Fire Fund Budget dated October 18, 2010, the Fire Reserve 
Fund dated October 18, 2010, the Building Fund Budget dated October 18, 2010, the Law 
Fund Budget dated October 18, 2010, the Park Fund Budget dated the October 18, 2010, 
the Streetlight Maintenance Fund Budget dated October 18, 2010, the Sidestreet 
Maintenance Fund Budget dated October 18, 2010, Growth Management Fund (Legal 
Defense Fund) dated October  18, 2010, the Utility Fund Budget dated October 18, 2010, 
the Water/Sewer dated October 18, 2010 and the Hyundai Special Assessment Fund 
dated October 18, 2010. 
 
See attachment #3. 
 

Roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: McFarlane, McKinney, Phillips, Caviston, Lewis, Williams 
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Nays: None 
 
Absent: Green 
 

The resolution was adopted.     
 
 
B. REVISION OF ORDINANCE 169, UTILITIES ORDINACE, FIRST 

READING  

 

In a memo dated October 18, 2010, Rick Church, Utility Department Director, explained 
that the Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority (YCUA) recently required their service 
communities to adopt revisions to their sewer use ordinance. These revisions are a result 
of changed requirements by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment. The Township must now adopt the same revisions in Superior Township 
Ordinance 169, Utilities Ordinance. The revisions are limited to Article III of the 
Superior Township’s Ordinance No. 169, Utilities Ordinance. All other sections of 
Ordinance No. 169 are unchanged and remain the same.  
 
It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis, for the Board to approve the first reading 
of the revisions to Superior Township Ordinance No. 169, Utilities Ordinance, by 
repealing the current Article III (adoption date August 20, 2007) and replacing it with the 
following new Article III. All other sections of the Ordinance are unchanged and shall 
remain the same.  
 
 
Insert first reading of revised Ordinance No. 169, Utilities Ordinance.  

 
Roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: McFarlane, McKinney, Phillips, Caviston, Lewis, Williams 
 
Nays: None 
 
Absent: Green 
 

The motion carried.     
 
  
C. ANN ARBOR TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY PURCHASE OF 

SERVICE AGREEMENT 2011 
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The Board reviewed the proposed “Purchase of Service Agreement” for the Ann Arbor 
Transportation Authority (AATA) to provide fixed route and A-Ride service to Superior 
Township from October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011. The routes will remain the 
same. The Cost per Service Hour for fixed route increased by 10.1%, but this increase 
was offset by an increase in Federal Operating Assistance. Costs to the Township for the 
A-Ride service decreased. However, the passenger trips budgeted for 2011 was increased, 
which resulted in an increase for the cost of the service to Superior Township. 
 

 
See attachment #1. 

 
Roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: McKinney, Phillips, Caviston, Lewis, Williams, McFarlane 
 
Nays: None 
 
Absent: Green 
 

The motion carried.     
 
 

 

D. CONTRACT WITH CDBG FOR STEPHENS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS  
 
The Township is eligible to receive funds in the amount of $51,600 from the Washtenaw 
County Community Development Block Grant Program for road improvements to 
Stephans Road, from Notttingham to Kingston Court. This project will include milling 
the existing surface and replacing it with 3” of bituminous overlay. The milling and other 
prep work is scheduled to begin on October 18, 2010. The wearing course is scheduled to 
be installed the week of October 25, 2010.  
 
See attachment #2.  

 
 
Roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: McFarlane, McKinney, Phillips, Caviston, Lewis, Williams 
 
Nays: None 
 
Absent: Green 
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The motion carried.     
 
 

 

E.  NON-UNION TOWNSHIP EMPLOYEES SALARY INCREASE FOR 2011 

 
Supervisor McFarlane indicated the Township has reduced some of the Township Hall 
workforce thru attrition, and those remaining have been assigned additional duties. He 
said Township employees have been doing a good job and there is money in the budget to 
cover a 2% salary increase for 2011. 
 
The following resolution was moved by Caviston and seconded by Lewis. 
 
 

SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 

A RESOLUTION TO GRANT NON-UNION EMPLOYEES  

OF SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP A SALARY INCREASE 

 FOR THE 2011 BUDGET YEAR 

 

OCTOBER 18, 2010 

 

WHEREAS, the employees of Superior Township have responded to the challenge of 
added assignments and additional work responsibilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the residents of Superior Township continue to receive service that reflects 
positively on the employees of Superior Township, and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed budget for 2011 has adequate funding for salary increases for 
employees, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the non-union employees of Superior 
Township receive a two percent (2%) increase for the 2011 budget year. 
 
 

Roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: McFarlane, McKinney, Phillips, Caviston, Lewis, Williams 
 
Nays: None 
 
Absent: Green 
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The resolution was adopted.     
 

 

 

F.  SUPERVISOR, CLERK AND TREASURER SALARY INCREASE FOR 

2011  
 
Board members indicated that the Supervisor, Clerk and Treasurer should also receive the 
same 2% salary increase for 2011 as the non-union employees. 
 
The following resolution was moved by Caviston, and seconded by Lewis. 
 
 

SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 

A RESOLUTION TO GRANT THE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR,  

TOWNSHIP TREAUSER AND TOWNSHIP CLERK   

A SALARY INCREASE FOR THE 2011 BUDGET YEAR 

 

OCTOBER 18, 2010 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Supervisor, Treasurer and Clerk continue to efficiently serve 
the residents of Superior Township; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Township Supervisor, Treasurer and Clerk are full-time employees of 
the Township who do not receive longevity or education bonuses as provided other full-
time, non-union employees of the Township; and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed budget for 2011 has adequate funding for cost of adjustments 
for employees, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Superior Township Supervisor, 
Treasurer and Clerk receive a two percent (2%) salary increase for the 2011 budget year. 
 
 

Roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: McFarlane, McKinney, Phillips, Caviston, Lewis, Williams 
 
Nays: None 
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Absent: Green 
 

The resolution was adopted.     
 
 
 
G.  SIDE STREET MAINTENANCE LEVY FOR 2010 WINTER TAX ROLL 

 
Treasurer McKinney indicated in a memo dated October 18, 2010 that she was requesting 
the Board to authorize her to levy the Side Street Maintenance Special Assessments in the 
amount of $20.00 per parcel on the 2010 Winter tax roll. The Side Street Maintenance 
assessment applies to Oakbrook and Washington Square lots 1-675 and734-931, 
excluding lots 284 and 931. The total amount of the levy is $17,420.00. 
 

It was moved by McKinney, seconded by Lewis, for the Board to approve the Winter 
2010 tax roll levy recommended by Treasurer McKinney for the Side Street Maintenance 
Special Assessments in the amount of $20.00 per parcel for a total of $17,420.00.  
 
The motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
 
H.   DELINQUENT FALSE ALARM LEVY FOR 2010 WINTER TAX ROLL 

 
In a memo dated October 18, 2010, Treasurer McKinney requested the Board approve the 
levy for the delinquent false alarms on the 2010 Winter tax roll in the amount of $505.00 
which includes a $30.00 tax roll fee.  
 
It was moved by McKinney, seconded by Cavistion, for the Board to approve the Winter 
2010 tax roll levy recommended by Treasurer McKinney for the delinquent false alarms 
for a total of $505.00. 
 
The motion carried by a voice vote.  
 
 
I.    HYUNDAI ROAD SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FOR 2010 WINTER TAX ROLL 

 

In a memo dated October 18, 2010, Treasurer McKinney requested the Board approve the 
levy for the Hyundai Road Special Assessment Project on the Winter 2010 tax roll in the 
amount of $177,500.00.  
 
It was moved by McKinney, seconded by Caviston, for the Board to approve the Winter 
2010 tax roll levy recommended by Treasurer McKinney for the Hyundai Road Special 
Assessment Project in the amount of $177,420.00.  
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The motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
 
 
J.   DELINQUENT ORDINANCE VIOLATION LEVY FOR 2010 WINTER TAX 

ROLL 

 
In a memo dated October 18, 2010, Treasurer McKinney requested the Board approve the 
levy for the Delinquent Ordinance Violations on the Winter 2010 tax roll in the amount 
of $3,617.00, which includes the $30.00 tax roll fee.  
 
It was moved by McKinney, seconded by Caviston, for the Board to approve the Winter 
2010 tax roll levy recommended by Treasurer McKinney for the Delinquent Ordinance 
Violations in the amount of $3,617.00 
 
The motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
 
K.   DELINQUENT WATER/SEWER BILL LEVY FOR 2010 WINTER TAX 

ROLL 

 

 

In a memo dated October 14, 2010, Diana Rivis, Utility Department Billing Manager, 
requested the Board approve the levy for unpaid utility bills on the Winter 2010 tax roll 
in the amount of $124,455.85. There were total of 193 parcels on the list. Ms. Rivis was 
present and indicated this was about the same number of parcels as last year.  
 
 
It was moved by McKinney, seconded by Caviston, for the Board to approve the Winter 
2010 tax roll levy recommended by the Utility Department for the unpaid utility bills on 
193 parcels in the amount of $124,455.85. 
 
The motion carried by a voice vote.  
 

 

 

11. PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

It was moved by Caviston, seconded by Lewis, that the bills be paid as submitted in the 
following amounts: Utilities- $1,800.00 for a total of $1,800.00. Further, that the Record 
of Disbursements be received. 
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The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
 

12. PLEAS AND PETITION 

 

 Parks Commissioner Martha Kern invited everyone to the pumpkin decorating party this 
Saturday, October 23, 2010 at Norfolk Park. 
   

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
It was moved by Williams supported by Lewis, that the meeting be adjourned.  The 
motion carried by a voice vote and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
David Phillips, Clerk     

 
 
 William McFarlane, Supervisor 
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Attachment #3, Approved Budgets for 2011 All Funds. 
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