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Special services are provided fo assist military and overseas civilian volers participate in
elections. If you are a military or overseas civilian voter who is eligible to vote in Michigan, you can
find out:

1. How to register to vote: Go to the Federal Voting Assistance Program Web site
(www.fvap.qov), download and complete a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA), The
FPCA can also be used to obtain an absent voler ballot by e-mail, fax or regular mail.

2. How to obtain an absent voter ballot by e-mail, fax or regular mail: Go to the Federal
Voting Assistance Program Web site (www.fvap.qov), download and complete a Federai
Post Card Application (FPCA). Check the appropriate box for e-mail, fax or mail. The FPCA
can also be used to register to vote.

3. How to check the status of a requested absent voter ballot: Go to the Michigan Voter
Information Center (Michigan.gov/vote) Web site and type in the requested information.
Your absent voter ballot status will disptay along with other information.

4. How to check registration status in Michigan: Go to the Michigan Voter Information
Center (Michigan.govivote} Web site and follow instructions.

5. How to learn more about candidates and proposals on the ballot: Go to the Michigan
Voler Information Center (Michigan.govivote) Web site and type in the requested
information. Click on "View My Sample Ballot."

6. How to contact your city or township clerk in Michigan: Go to the Michigan Voter
Information Center {Michigan.gov/vote) Web site. Click on "Find Your Clerk."

7. How to obtain assistance or ask a question: Go to the Michigan Voter Information
Center (Michigan.govivote) Web site. Click on "Contact SOS."

8. How to take advantage of discounted mailing costs for overseas voters: Go to the
Overseas Vote Foundation Web site (htips:/iwww.overseasvotefoundation.org). Click on
"Express Your Vole" and follow instructions.

Important note: Only those voters covered under the Uniformed and Overseas Cltizens
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA)} are eligible to use the Federal Post Card Application Form
(FPCA) and receive an absentee ballot by e-mail or fax. Covered voters include:

¢ A member of a uniformed service on active duty who is absent fram his or her city or
township of residence. (Voter can be inside or outside the United States.)

¢ A member of the Merchant Marine who, by reason of service in the Merchant Marine, is
absent from his or her city or township of residence. (Voter can be inside or outside the
United States.}

¢ A spouse or dependent of a member of a uniformed service or a member of the Merchant
Marine who, by reason of the aclive duty or service of the member, is absent from his or
her city or township of residence. (Voter can be inside or outside the United States.)

+ A civilian voter who is outside the United States and is eligible to vote in Michigan.
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(After complefion, fold la inside and seal before mailing.)

WARNING: Knowingly presenting false information in this application could result in criminal sanctions.

Slandard Form 76A (Rev. 10-2005)

REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST - FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICATION (FPCA)

1. I REQUEST ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR ALL ELECTIONS IN WHICH | AM ELIGIBLE TO VOTE AND | AM {Mark only one):
I__—I {a) A MEMBER OF THE UNIFORMED SERVICES OR MERCHANT MARINE ON ACTIVE DUTY, CR AN ELIGIBLE SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT

D (b} A U.S. CITIZEN RESIDING OUTSIDE THE U.S, TEMPORARILY

D (¢) A U.S CITIZEN RESIDING QUTSIDE THE U.S. INDEFINITELY

2. MY INFORMATION {Required}

a. TYPED OR PRINTED NAME (Last FirsT, Middle)

SUFFIX {Jr., b, PREVIOUS NAME (if applicable]

Sr., 11, slc)
¢ SEX d-RACE [e. DATE OF BIRTH [T SOCTAL SECURITY NUMBER 0. STATEDRIVER'S LICENSE OR [T, NUMBER
(MMDDYYYY)
([ ]r - -
h. TELEPHONE NUMBER (No DSN number; include alf Internalional prefixes) i. FAX NUMBER (No DSN number; include all international prefixes)

] EMAIL ADDRESS

3. MY VOTING RESIDENCE ADDRESS (Required) (Military, use legal residenco. Overseas cifizens, use last legal residence in U.S.)

a. NUMBER AND STREET (Cannolbe a P.Q. Box)

b. CITY, TOWN OR VILTAGE ¢. COUNTY 4. STATE [ 6. 2IF CODE

4. WHERE TO SEND MY VOTING MATERIALS

a. MY CURRENT ADDRESS {Where I'Tive now] (Reqtlred] b, MY FORWARDING ADDRESS BGNOTE: Complete 4b. only if you do nol wanl your
halfol maited fo the address in Biock 4a.}

¢. | PREFER TO RECEIVE MY ABSENTEE BALLOT, AS PERMITTED BY MY STATE, BY: [:] MAIL I:l FAX D EMAIL

§. MY POLITICAL PARTY PREFERENCE (Optional, but may be raquired by states to
regisfer to vote in primary elections}):

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Designate the perod for which you want to receive baflols - see instructions for Block 6, paragraph (3).
Consult the Voling Assistance Guide for other specific stale instructions.)

7. AFFIRMATION (Required)
t swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury, that:
1. }am a member of the Uniformed Services or merchant marine on active duty or an eligible spouse or dependent of such a member, or a U.S.
citlzen temporarily residing outside the U.S., or other U,S. ¢ilizen residing outside the U.S., and
. lam a U.S, citizen, at least 18 years of age (or will be by the day of the etection), eligible to voie In the requested jurisdiction, and

been reinstated, and

. | am not registering, requesting a ballot, or voting in any other jurisdiction in the U.8., and

2
3. I have not been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense or been adjudicated mentally incompetent, or if so, my voting rights have
4
5

. My signature and dale below indicate when | completed this document, and
6. The information on this form is rue and complete to the best of my knowledge.

T understand that a material misstatement of fact in completion of this document may constitute grounds for conviction of perjury.

Signed:

Date: Signed; Date:

The information containad herein 1s for official use only. Any unauthorized release of this information may be punishable by law.

{MMDDYYYY] (Witness/Nolary and Address (if required}) {MMDDZ;!Q

ACODE Lasigner o.
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Subject : NEWS YOU CAN USE - June 17, 2010 - Issue # 488 &7 attachments
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"NEWS YOU CAN USE"
June 17, 2010

(Issue # 488)

New Laws Enacted to Assist
Military and Overseas Civilian Voters

Ready for Implementation

As detailed in a News You Can Use edition released in April (Issue No. 476), Michigan voters covered
under the federal Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act (MOVE Act) and the related state level
legislation must be able to take any of the following actions in advance of the August 3, 2010 primary:

« Obtain a blank Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form via e-mail or fax upon request.

« Obtain an absent voter bailot via e-mail or fax upon request.
« Check the status of a requested absent voter baliot through an onli-ne “AV Ballot Tracker” system.
Instructional PowerPoints Available: To assist county, city and township clerks with the implementation

of the new requirements, three newly created PowerPoints are available on the Department's Web site.
(The PowerPoints are also presented in PDF format for convenience.) The PowerPoints offer instructions

on.

« Processing Requests for an E-mailed or Faxed Voter Registration or Absent Voter Ballot Application
Form. .

« Creating Absent Voter Ballots That Will Be Sent By E-mail or Fax.

+ Receiving and Processing Voted Absent Voter Ballots.

ittps://webmail. merit.edu/zimbra/h/message?si=2&so=0&sc=46 89&st=con\fel'sation&id¥3 221&print=tru... 6/22/2010
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Information on posting absent voter activity using the QVF Absentee Voter module is aiso provided. The
instructions and information can be accessed through the following link:

hitp://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607.7-127-1633_11 976---,00.html

Freguently Asked Questions
1) Who can obtain an absent voter ballot via e-mail or fax?

Covered voters who can receive an absent voter ballot by e-mail or fax are as foliows:

« A member of a uniformed service on active duty who is absent from his or her city or township of
residence. (Voter can be inside the United States or outside the United States.)

« A member of the Merchant Marine who, by reason of service in the Merchant Marine, is absent
from his or her city or fownship of residence. (Voter can be inside the United States or outside

the United States.)

« A spouse or dependent of a member of a uniformed service or a member of the Merchant
Marine who, by reason of the active duty or service of the member, is absent from his or her city
or township of residence. (Voter can be inside the United States or outside the United States.)

o A civilian voter who is outside the United States and is eligible to vote in Michigan.

2) What methods of ballot delivery can a covered voter choose?

The voter may ask that his or her baliot be sent by e-mail or fax. The ballot must be sent in the
manner requested.

While there has been some discussion that a request for a faxed ballot could not be honored, it has
been concluded that there is nothing to prevent a covered voter from asking that his or her ballot be

sent by fax.
3) How will a covered voter indicate that he or she wishes fo obtain a ballot by e-mail or fax?

In most cases, the voter will e-mail, fax or mail a Federal Post Card Application {(FPCA) form to the
clerk that states that the voter wishes to receive his or her ballot by e-mail or fax. ("E-MAIL" and
"FAX" checkoff boxes are provided on the FPCA form.) A covered voter would also be free to
indicate that he or she wishes to receive a ballot by e-mail or fax in a letter or on a standard
absentee ballot request form. As is customary, the request must include the volter's signature or
mark for verification purposes.

4) Are military and overseas civilian voters required to submit an absent voter ballot
application for every election?

No. An absent voter ballot application submitted by a covered voter must be honored for every
election conducted in the voter's jurisdiction through the end of the calendar year. The federal law
that required clerks to honor absent voter ballot requests submitted by covered voters for two

federal election cycles has been repealed.

Example: If a covered voter submitted an absent voter bailot request in January 20’10, the voter
would be eligible to receive ballots for all elections heid in 2010. If the same voter wished to receive
ballots in 2011, he or she would have to submit an absent voter ballot request on or after January 1,

ittps /)webmail merit.cdu/zimbra/h/message?si=2&so=0&sc=4689&st=conversation&id=3221 &print=trh. . 62212010
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%)

6)

7)

g)

9)

2011. If the same voter wished to receive ballots in 2012, he or she would have to submit an absent
voter ballot request on or after January 1, 2012.

Can a covered voter change the manner he or she wishes to receive ballots from one
election to the next?

Yes. There is nothing to prevent a covered voter from changing how he or she wishes to receive
ballots during the calendar year, Of course, it would be necessary for a voter wishing to make such
a change to communicate his or her new ballot transmission preference to the clerk in an e-mail,

letter or fax.

How do | proceed if the voter indicates that he or she wishes to receive a ballot by e-mail or
fax?

If the voter wishes to receive a ballot by e-mail, use the “Statewide Lookup” Web site to create the
voter's ballot. After creating the voter's ballot, e-mail the ballot, the voting instructions and a voter
certificate to the voter. (Instructions for performing this task are included in the above referenced
PowerPoints. The instructions include a recommended e-mail message that should be sent to the
voter.) Include your name and mailing address in the e-mail you send to the voter. The voter will
need your mailing address to return the ballot.

If the voter wishes 1o receive a ballot by fax, use the “Statewide Lookup” Web site to create and print
a ballot for the voter. Also print the voting instructions and a voter certificate. (Instructions for
performing this task are included in the above referenced PowerPoints.) After printing the materials,
transmit the ballot, voting instructions and voter certificate to the voter using the fax number supplied
by the voter. Include your name and mailing address on the fax cover sheet. The voter will need

your mailing address to return the ballot.

What if I do not have the capabilities to e-mail or fax a ballot to a covered voter who
indicates that he or she wishes to receive an e-mailed or faxed ballot?

Assistance must be obtained through the county clerk’s office. In all cases, a request for an e-
mailed or faxed ballot that is received from a covered voter must be honored without delay.

What if my attempt to e-mail or fax a ballot to a covered vofer fails?

Reasonable attempts must be made to send the ballot to the voter in the manner requested by the
voter. In certain situations, it may make sense to contact the voter if a rapid means of
communication is available. For example, if a voter indicates that he or she wishes to receive a
faxed ballot and multiple attempts to fax the ballot fail, communicating with the voter by phone or e-

mail may help to rectify the matter.

If repeated attempts to send the ballot in the manner requested by the voler fail and you are unable
to contact the voter to resolve the problem involved, a ballot must be mailed to the voter.

How does the voter mark and return a ballot that he or she received by e-mail or fax?

The special voting instructions that must be included with an e-mailed or faxed ballot explain
everything that the voter needs to know to mark and return the ballot. The instructions emphasize

that the voter must take the following actions:

¢ The voter must return the voted ballot to the clerk by mail. (Bétlots cannot be returned by e-mail
or fax.)

ittps /fwebmail. merit.edu/zimbra/h/message?si=2&s0-0&sc=4689&st=conversation&id=3221&print=tru... 6/22/2010
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10)

11)

o The voter must sign the voter certificate provided with the ballot and enclose it with the ballot.

e The voter must write his or her return address and the words “OFFICIAL ABSENT VOTER'S
BALLOT” on the outside of the sealed envelope.

A sample copy of the voter instructions and voter certificate are provided as attachments to this
newsletter.

What actions do | need to take after an e-mailed or faxed ballot is returned to my office by the
voler?

Note the date that the ballot return envelope was received on the outside of the return envelope, on
the absent voter ballot request form and on the AV list. After documenting the return of the ballot,
secure the ballot with the regular absent voter ballots returned to your office. The ballot cannot be
removed from the envelope used by the voter to return the ballot until election day.

On election day, the absent voter ballot (still sealed in the enveloped used by the voter to return the

'~ ballot) must be delivered to the precinct board or absent voter counting board for processing.

How is the absent voter ballot processed?

As an initial step, the envelope used by the voter to return the ballot must be opened to verify that
the ballot is accompanied by the required voter certificate and that the voter has signed the
certificate. This check must be performed without exposing any votes marked on the ballot.

« If asigned voter certificate is enclosed with the ballot and the signature matches the signature
appearing on the voter's absent voter ballot request, the inspectors remove the ballot from the
envelope and place it in a ballot container for safekeeping. (The tabulator auxiliary bin can be
used for this purpose.) Again, it is important that this step be performed without exposing any
votes marked on the ballot. The envelope used by the voter to return the ballot and the signed
certificate must be delivered back to the clerk after the precinct board or absent voter counting

board has completed its work. NOTE.

_  The absent voter ballot must be accompanied by the voter's absent voter ballot application
when the absent voter ballot is delivered to the precinct board or absent voter counting
board. - The absent voter ballot application is needed for the signature verification step.

— If the precinct board or the absent voter counting board has two or more e-mailed or faxed
absent voter ballots to process, placing the ballots in a ballot container before duplicating the
ballots is an important step as it renders the ballots anonymous.

— Ifthe e-mailed or faxed ballots are printed on multiple pages, each ballot should be stapled
together to ensure that the ballot remains intact during the processing procedure.

e The ballot is void if the signature appearing on the certificate does not match the signature

appearing on the voter's absent voter ballot application or the voter did not enclose a signed
voter certificate with the ballot. In such a case, the ballot is not removed from the envelope used
by the voter to return the ballot; the envelope is marked "REJECTED”; and the envelope is set
aside for delivery to the clerk after the precinct board or absent voter counting hoard has

completed its work.

After the precinct board or absent voter counting board has opened all of the ballot return envelopes

1ﬁps://webmai1.merit.edu/zimbra/hhnessage‘?si=2&so=0&sc=4689&st:conversation&id:322 1&print=tru... 6/22/2010
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received from covered voters, the ballots that were accepted must be removed from the baliot
container and duplicated. Standard duplicating procedures are used to transfer the valid votes
marked on each e-mailed or faxed ballot to a standard optical scan ballot. The ballot is then
tabulated. The original ballots returned by the voters must be placed in the special envelope
labeled: “Original Ballots for Which Duplicates Were Made.”

The above referenced PowerPoints provide additional information on the ballot processing
procedures which must be performed at the precinct or absent voter counting board level.

12)  What actions should be taken if a covered voter submits two ballot return envelopes?

The ballot return envelope that carries the most recent postmark should be forwarded to the
. precinct or absent voter counting board for processing. If the postmark dates cannot be determined
for any reason, the return envelope that arrived last should be forwarded to the precinct or absent

voter counting board for processing.

If the envelope that is opened does not contain a signed voter certificate, the other return envelope
should be forwarded to the precinct or absent voter counting board for processing. If the second
envelope is found to contain both a ballot and a signed voter certificate, the second ballot should be

processed.

To ensure the proper handiing of such situations, the first return envelope forwarded for processing
should be accompanied by a note that advises the election inspectors to contact the clerk for further
instruction if the return envelope does not contain both a ballot and a signed voter certificate.

13)  What actions should be taken if a covered voter submits his or her voted ballot by e-mail or
fax?

An attempt must be made to contact the voter to advise that the ballot must be returned by mail with
a signed voter certificate. A ballot returned by e-mail or fax cannot be processed or counted. Such
ballots must be marked “REJECTED” and maintained in the clerk’s office.

14)  Are ballots that have been e-mailed or faxed to covered voters subject to the standard ballot
return deadline? -

Yes. Ballots that have been e-mailed or faxed to covered voters must be returned to the clerk’s
office no later than 8:00 p.m. on the date of the election. Ballots that arrive in the clerk’s office after
8:00 p.m. on the date of the election are void and cannot be counted.

15)  Are Federal Write-In Absentee Ballots (FWABs) submitted by covered voters who receive an
e-mailed or faxed ballot treated any differently? o

No. If a covered voter returns both an FWAB and an absent voter baliot sent to the voter by e-mail
or fax by 8:00 p.m. on the date of the election, the absent voter ballot counts and the FWAB does

not count.

At this date, military and overseas civilian voters eligible to vote in Michigan can submit an FWAB
for an even-numbered year November general election only. Beginning in-2011, military and
overseas civilian voters eligible to vote in Michigan can submit an FWAB for any federal election.
This would include the even-numbered year August primary, the even-numbered year November
general election and any special elections conducted to fill federal offices.

Given the above, it is worth noting that military and overseas civilian voters eligible io vote in

1ttps://webmail.merit.edu/zimbra/h/message?si=2&so=0&sc=4689&st=conversation&id=3 221 &print=tru... 6/22/2010
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Michigan cannot submit an FWAB for the upcoming August 3, 2010 primary.

16) How do | proceed if the voter indicates that he or she wishes to receive a blank Federal Post
Card Application (FPCA) form by e-mail or fax?

If the voter wishes to receive an FPCA form by e-mail, you must send the voter an e-mail with an
attached FPCA form or a link to the FPCA form that appears on the Web site maintained by the
Federal Voting Assistance Program office (www.fvap.gov).

If the voter wishes to receive an FPCA form by fax, you must print an FPCA form and fax it to the
voter.

If you do not have the capabilities to e-mail or fax an FPCA formto a covered voter who indicates
that he or she wishes to receive the form by e-mail or fax, assistance must be received through the
county clerk's office. In all cases, such requests must be honored without delay.

Additional Information Available: If you have any questions regarding the new laws enacted to
assist military and overseas civilian voters, please do not hesitate to contact the Michigan Department of
State’s Bureau of Elections. Phone: (517) 373-2540. E-mail: Elections@Michigan.gov

.. Move Inst.pdf
T 14KB

= Move Voter Cert.pdf
10KB
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